Physicians' attitudes toward an expanded role for pharmacists in an HMO.
The study examines the attitudes of physicians in a large HMO toward expanded activities for pharmacists and attempts to determine the physicians and their practice characteristics that account for these attitudes. The setting was the Oregon Region of the Kaiser-Permanente Medical Care Program. The data were obtained from a survey of the physicians serving the membership. The findings indicated that about two of every three physicians favored expanded activities for pharmacists. The specific activities most favored were those least threatening to physicians' roles. Their attitudes were most strongly related to whether they favored prescribing privileges for physician assistants and nurse practitioners. The physicians and their practice characteristics accounted for a small amount of the variation in physicians' attitudes. Large HMOs may be favorable settings for expanding the activities of pharmacists.